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1 The foreign patent documents denoted by "Q" and "R" in the IDS filed March 22, 
2004 are missing from the file available to the examiner. Please provide copies of those 
documents in response to this Office action so that review of that IDS may be 
completed. 

2. Applicant , s election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on December 19, 
2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the groups are not both 
independent and distinct and it would not be an undue burden on the examiner to 
search and examine both inventions. This is not found persuasive because the 
inventions are independent and distinct (and an undue burden would ensue) if both 
inventions were examined since one group requires a search for apparatus structure 
while the other group involves manipulative steps. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

3. Claims 21-29 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filed on December 19, 2006. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. While a press is being claimed, these claims are 
indefinite because many of the limitations are recited in terms of manipulative steps 
conducted rather than the structure of the press itself. Examples are the heating of a 
portion of the vessel by the lower platen to a predetermined temperature, as in claims 1 , 
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9 and 10, the description of the pressurized material, as in claim 8, and the temperature 
of the heated lower platen in relation to a flash point of the injected material, as in claim 
11. 

5.The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hutton et al. (4,650,947). Hutton et al. disclose the claimed press structure including an 
upper platen and a heated lower platen (column 3, lines 27-37) that are selectably 
movable toward and away from each other for conformally but nondeformingly receiving 
a vessel or bow therebetween so that vessel surfaces in conformal contact with the 
platens remain substantially undeformed while the vessel is filled with pressurized 
material (column 9, lines 7-12), and wherein a portion of the vessel or bow is heated to 
at least a predetermined temperature by the heated lower platen. 

The vessel or bow of Hutton et al. is a roof assembly, as in claim 2, has non- 
parallel portions, as in claim 3, and is angled, as in claim 4. The lower platen is heated 
by heating elements, as in claim 7. The pressurized material is a foam material (column 
2, line 50), as in claim 8. It is submitted that the expansion, bonding promotion, and 
injected material temperature of claims 9-1 1 are inherently achieved during the 
operation of the pres of Hutton et al. in the manner disclosed by Hutton et al. 
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6The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5, 6,12, 13 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hutton et al. The basic claimed press is disclosed by Hutton et al. as 
described previously. Heating a press platen by fluid means, as in claim 6, is well 
known and would have been an obvious alternative for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
achieve a desired bow or vessel temperature. The limitation of claim 5 is a statement of 
an intended use for the product and not directly related to the press structure itself. 
Inclusion of movable portions and indicators, as in claims 12, 13 and 15-17, are also 
well known and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to 
accommodate relatively more sophisticated performs or bows. 

8. Claims 14 and 18 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on (571) 272-1 176. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ALLAN R.KUHNS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER ft" ™ z 
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